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Thy Will Be Done! 


This prayer of Christ 
should ever be re-echoed in 
our hearts. These Lenten 
booklets will help you to 
acquire the holy spirit of 





loving resignation. 


From Olivet to Calvary 


Unite with Our Lord in these prayers and moving meditations on His 
Passion, from the betrayal to His death on the Cross. Mass of the Passion 
and other prayers. 


Mary’s Seven Sorrows 


Heart-rending considerations of Mary’s Sorrows in the Passion of her 
Divine Son and Savior as well as in the Sorrows of His Childhood, with com- 
forting applications to our own sorrows and trials. Inspiring and devotional. 


Gems from the Liturgy for Feasts of Our Lord: Advent to Ascension 


The heart of the Church’s prayers, hymns, Scripture readings and medita- 
tions for Passion and Paschal time will be found in this booklet. 96 pp., 20¢. 


Through Death to Life 


Very timely explanation of Extreme Unction, its institution, effects and 
ritual. Helpful section on care of the patient, preparation of the sick room 
and how to assist at the hour of death. 


All Ye Who Mourn 
Truths to console the bereaved, based on sound doctrines of our Faith. 
Contains Requiem Mass. 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 


Encouraging thoughts to inspire confidence and resignation to God’s will 
in the midst of suffering. Mass devotion for the sick and other prayers. 


Conformity to the Will of God 


This booklet tells how true peace, happiness and sanctity can be achieved 
in all circumstances by conformity to the will of God. Litany of Holy 
Abandonment and other prayers. 


All booklets 64 pages, 15¢ each unless otherwise stated. 
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“That Where I Am, 
They Also May Be’”’ 


FTER Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem for the final 
Pasch of His earthly life, certain Gentiles approached 
the Apostle Philip asking to be introduced to the Lord. St. 
John’s twelfth chapter records Christ’s answer to Philip’s ré- 
quest. “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
For I say to you, unless the grain of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it remains only one grain. But if it die, it brings forth 
much fruit.” Christ was speaking of Himself in this image of the 
seed. His Body was the precious grain which died and was 
buried on Good Friday and which rose again in glorious beauty 
on Easter Sunday to bring forth fruit—ourselves—until the end 
of time. 

For the seed, burial in the dark cold earth must seem to be 
the end. For His grieving disciples, the quiet borrowed tomb 
must have seemed the end of that Life they had come to love 
above all others. They had forgotten, exhausted as they were 
with sorrow, that Christ had added: “If it die, it brings forth 
much fruit.” The small seed, dead in its long winter sleep, comes 
to life in the spring and puts forth a shoot which becomes the 
golden wheat sheaf of summer. Christ, dead in the tomb, rose 
again to die no more. St. Paul ‘says: “But now Christ is risen 
from the dead as the first fruits of them that sleep.” That is, 
our own resurrection is contained in Christ’s rising, for we are 
members of the Head of the Mystical Body. The first fruits 
are not of a different quality from the rest of the crop, they are 
simply representative. They give promise of what is to come. 
Christ’s Resurrection gives promise of our own. It represents 
what will happen to His faithful members. 

It is true that to our way of thinking a great deal of time, 
pain and suffering intervenes between Christ’s rising and ours. 
But what is time to God in whose eyes a thousand years are as 
a day? If we would train ourselves to a little of God’s kindly 
patience, we would see this time, this pain and suffering as part 
of the great Husbandman’s wise waiting for the seed to ripen and 
grow toward. the harvest, as the First fruits—Christ—has al- 
ready done. Abbot Vonier, O.S.B., put it this way: “It becomes 
apparent to all ages that Christ’s Resurrection and the great 
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resurrection of all mankind are like the morning and evening of 
the same Easter Day, like the first and last thrust of the sickle 
into the same field of ripe wheat.” 
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“But with the dawn rejoicing” (Ps. 29:6). 


Christ Himself constantly linked His Death and Resurrec- 
tion to our own. Four times in the sixth chapter of St. John’s 
Gospel, He tells the Jews that it is the will of His Father that 
all who believe in the Son shall have everlasting life and that He 
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will raise them up on the last day. If the Jews do not eat His 
Flesh and drink His Blood they will not have this everlasting 
life. At the institution of the Holy Eucharist, after giving them 
the chalice of His Blood to drink, Christ told the disciples that 
He would not drink again of the fruit of the vine until He drank 
it new with them in the Kingdom of His Father (Matt. 26:29). 
Always His Resurrection is the foreshadowing, the promise of 
the resurrection of His Mystical Body. In the Acts of the 
Apostles, to make this connection clearer, Peter, after preaching 
the Resurrection of Christ, cured a paralytic through the power 
of His Name, relating the new life given the afflicted man to the 
new life in which all the members of Christ will rise. 

The Resurrection on Easter Sunday is the proof of the 
Father’s acceptance of Christ’s Sacrifice, the proof that we are 
redeemed, that the power of Satan and sin over us has been 
shattered. The Head of the Body is now in glory, beyond suffer- 
ing and death; one day His members will share in that glory. 
For us there still remains suffering, there still remains death, but 
suffering and death robbed, as St. Paul writes, of their sting, suf- 
fering and death become redemptive, linked as they are to the 
suffering and death of Christ. We are members of a Head who 
knew suffering and death and then glory. And that is the order 
in which we, too, shall know them. Our sufferings are “the 
marks of the Lord Jesus,” which, like St. Paul, we must bear in 
our bodies in order to bear resemblance to Him in glory with 
these same bodies. 

Thus the seed of the Christ-life continues to fall into the 
ground, to die and to rise again in us, Christ’s members. How 
many spiritual resurrections from sin and selfishness have there 
not been since that first all-encompassing Resurrection of Easter 
Sunday? Is not each Confession, each Communion humbly and 
fervently made, a death to sin and to self and a new rising to the 
Christ-life? Yes, the countless deaths and resurrections in the 
life of the Christian prepare us for that last Resurrection when 
all of us together will be forever united in “that love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus.” He has risen as He said. Alleluia! 








Spiritual Jesus! whom for the present veiled I see, 

Vitamin What I so thirst for, O vouchsafe to me: 
for That I may see Thy countenance unfolding, 

APRIL And may be blest Thy glory in beholding! 


(From: Adoro Te.) 
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The Priest 
of God 


IT WAS after midnight 
when the guard led the priest 
to the iron door and roughly 
shoved him into the narrow 
cell. At first Father David 
thought he was alone, but as 
his eyes grew more accus- 
tomed to the darkness, he 
noticed a figure lying on 

a narrow plank in the corner. He made his way over to the man, 
and immediately saw that his cell mate was in a very serious con- 
dition. “Are you awake, friend? I am Father David Wilson, an 
American missionary priest, just captured and convicted by the 
Communists.” 'The younger man lying on the board weakly 
pressed the outstretched hand. “Thank God you’re here, Father. 
I, too, am a priest. Father John Chang, Chinese, but I speak 
English fluently. I have been here for many months, but cannot 
last much longer. Do you know what day it is, Father? I’ve 
lost all track of time.” 

Father David bent over the thin frame of the young priest. 
“Father, it is Holy Thursday, and if you are able, you shall say 
Mass. I have concealed a bit of bread and enough wine for at 
least two Masses.” 

Tears rolled down the face of the young priest. “If you 
knew what those words mean to me, Father! How long I have 
prayed to offer the Holy Sacrifice just once more before I die! 
And tonight God will come to me in this dark prison cell. Holy 
Thursday night. .. His words come back: ‘I have greatly desired 
to eat this passover with you before I suffer.’ His love seems to 
reach out and touch us, Father. It was the same before Ordina- 
tion. My hopes of becoming a priest were shaken, but despite 
all obstacles, the hand of God led me to the altar. That was 
only two years ago. The Reds captured and tortured me, and 
now, this is the end. Help me, Father, to realize my dream.” 

Father David assisted the young priest from the plank, and 
in the darkness of the prison cell, on that blessed night,.the 
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solemn, whispered words of Consecration brought Jesus into the 
midst of His two priests. The words of St. John’s Gospel echoed 
in their hearts, words spoken by Our Lord on the first Holy 
Thursday night: “Let not your heart be troubled... I will not 
leave you orphans... Peace I leave with you, not as the world 
gives do I give you... Because you are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hates 
you... If they have persecuted Me, they will persecute you 
also... In the world you will have affliction, but take courage, 
I have overcome the world.” 

His last Mass ended, Father Chang collapsed on the rough 
board. He knew that he was leaning on the Breast of the Master 
like John, the Beloved, drawing courage for his Calvary which 
was soon to follow. The exertion had taken his last bit of 
strength. His hour had come, but he was no longer alone. Jesus 
was in his heart, this time as Viaticum. Father David knelt at 
the side of the young priest and whispered the prayers for the 
dying. There was a smile on Father Chang’s face as he slowly 
and lovingly spoke his last words... ‘Thou art a priest forever.” 

Just before dawn, Father David offered his Mass for the 
repose of the soul of this young martyr. And as he made the 
Sign of the Cross and began the prayers: “Introibo ad altare 
Dei,” he felt new courage fill his heart. Was not this the day 
when Christ had instituted the sacred Priesthood? In this lonely 
cell, he was another Christ, sharing Christ’s Priesthood, and 
Christ’s Victimhood. He would face the future now with Christ’s 
strength as Father Chang had done. “Yes, Jesus, I am ready. 
I seek no fame, no higher name than this—a priest of God.” 





EASTER LIGHTS 


Burn a VIGIL LIGHT before the Shrine of the 
Infant of Prague, or before the Relic of your favor- 
ite saint. For an offering of 10¢ a light will be 
burned before the relics of the Apostles, or any 
saint of your choice in our Relic Chapel. 


For an offering of 50¢ a large wax CANDLE 
may be burned in any of our Adoration Sanctuaries 
for a day and a night; one week for $3.50; one month, $12.00. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Christ-Mindedness 


S we stand on the threshold of Holy Week, there is a certain 
awareness that we are on holy ground. The liturgy of 
the Church on the last three days is solemn, majestic and sad. 
In order to enter deeply into the spirit of this holy season and to 
live these sacred days with the Church, we must take to heart 
the words of the Apostle Paul: “Let this mind be in you which 
was also in Christ Jesus” (Philip. 2: 5). United with Christ in 
mind and heart, we shall be better prepared to re-live the great 
mystery of the Redemption, and thereby draw from it rich treas- 
ures of grace. 
We may ask: What is the mind of Christ? This is answered 
by St. Paul as he continues: “He humbled Himself, becoming 
obedient unto death, even to death on a Cross.” 


“He Humbled Himself” 


Humility is the key that admits us into the inner sanctuary 
of the Heart of Jesus. Christ humbled Himself to be our Re- 
deemer, and it is humility, the acknowledgment of our supreme 
need of Him, that will make us receptive of His grace. Christ 
did not come to man because man was powerful, self-sufficient 
and an end unto himself; He came because man was plunged in 
darkness, utter helplessness. The effects of original sin held him 
captive as a slave to Satan. By His Death, Christ took this sin 
with all its evil effects upon Himself and nailed it to the Cross. 
“He humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even to 
death on a Cross.” 


“Becoming Obedient Unto Death” 


Man had fallen from God through pride and disobedience. 
He was reconciled with God through the humility and obedience 
of Christ. “For just as by the disobedience of the one man the 
many were constituted sinners, so also by the obedience of the 
One the many will be constituted just” (Romans 5: 19). 

In our efforts to reproduce in our own minds the mind of 
Christ, we must in humility invoke the aid of the Holy Spirit. 
The Divine Spirit will enlighten our minds to a deeper under- 
standing and inflame our wills to a deeper love. We must not 
look upon Christ as suffering alone. As His members, we suffer 
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along with Him. We have been “buried with Him by means of 
baptism unto death in order that just as Christ has arisen from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also may walk 
in newness of life” (Romans 6: 4). This means that each mem- 
ber of the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ, has a share in 
Christ’s sufferings. St. Paul tells us: “You have been given the 
favor on Christ’s behalf not only to believe in Him but also to 
suffer for Him” (Philip. 1: 29); and again, “What is lacking of 
the sufferings of Christ I fill up in my flesh for His Body, which is 
the Church” (Col. 1: 24). 


The Church invites her children to re-live the mystery of 
Christ’s Death. We must begin by eee that it is our sins 
that have crucified 

a Him. Our sinful- 
ness should make 
us aware of our 
need of Him, and 
these dispositions 
of humility will 
lead us deeper into 
the Mystery. But 
more is needed. We 
must also unite 
"with the obedience 
of Christ, which 

. for us means sepa- 
ration from sin and 
all that leads from 
God, and a sincere 
effort to fulfilGod’s 
holy will, primarily 
‘*Buried with Him by means of Baptism.’’ by obedience to 

the commandments 

of God and the precepts of the Church. If these sentiments 
pervade our hearts, we shall come to understand the Heart of 
Christ and the love which underlies all: His love for the Father; 
His love for souls. It was this love that wrought our Redemption. 


The measure of our sincere efforts to live with the Church 
during these days of intense sorrow will be the measure of our joy 
on Easter morning. Our Christian life does not end on Good 
Friday. On Good Friday we were born to a new life. Christ 
came not only to die, He came to overcome death through His 
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glorious Resurrection. ‘We who were once darkness have become 
light in the Lord” (Eph. 5: 8), and suffering becomes a triumph. 
Christ did not suffer for the sake of feeling the agony and pain. 
He suffered to prove the greatness of His love, to lead us to glory, 
to sanctify our sufferings, and to give us a share in His work of 
Redemption. 

Let us, then, pray and suffer with Christ not only for our- 
selves, but for all the sheep who have strayed from the narrow 
path, or who have not as yet received the light of faith. Let us, 
in the spirit of our baptism, live as children of the Light, suffering 
with Christ, but with our eyes raised heavenward and our hearts 
joyous in the hope of our future resurrection. In this way we 
shall put on the mind of Christ and live with the Church during 
Passiontide and Holy Week. And during these days let us fre- 
quently and prayerfully consider the words of the saintly Pope 
Pius XII, in his encyclical, “Mediator Dei”: 


“While the sacred liturgy calls to mind the mysteries of 
Jesus Christ, it strives to make all believers take their part in 
them so that the Divine Head of the Mystical Body may live in 
all the members with the fulness of His holiness. Let the souls 
of Christians be like altars, on each one of which a different 
phase of the Sacrifice offered by the High Priest comes to life 
again, as it were: pains and tears which wipe away and expiate 
sin; supplication to God which pierces heaven; dedication and 
even immolation of self made promptly, generously and earn- 
estly; and finally that intimate union by which we commit our- 
selves and all we have to God in whom we find our rest. ‘The 
perfection of religion is to imitate whom you adore.’” 





Prayer to the Risen Christ 


O LORD Jesus Christ, as we mourned Thy bloody Passion, so now 
we exult with exceeding gladness in Thy glorious Resurrection! 
Thy coming forth from the tomb struck terror into the soldiers on guard, 
but rejoiced Thy Immaculate Mother, confirmed the doubting hearts of 
Thy disciples, and consoled the weeping Magdalen. 

By this wondrous mystery, O Jesus, grant that our faith in all the 
Holy Catholic Church believes and teaches may ever be preserved invio- 
late, without doubts or misgivings. Enter now into our hearts as Thou 
didst appear in the midst of Thy disciples, greeting them with peace. 
Breathe upon us Thy Holy Spirit, and grant that we may ever enjoy His 
consolation. Make us ever truly prize the mysteries of our Redemption 
and bring us finally to the glory of Thy Resurrection. Amen. 
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Three Tests of Fellowship 
with Christ 


HRIST demands belief in three fundamental truths. of 
Christianity. They are the test of our. fellowship with 
Christ. These fundamental beliefs are: first, belief in His 
Divinity, that Christ is God; second, belief in the Cross as the 
sole means of our redemption and salvation; third, belief in the 
Blessed Sacrament, that Christ is really present in the Holy 
Eucharist, that Christ renews the Sacrifice of the Cross in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass, that the Body and Blood of Christ are the 
food of our spiritual lives. 


1. Christ Is God 


HE first fundamental truth of Christianity is that Christ is 
God. St. John, the beloved disciple, wrote his Gospel “that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God: and 
that, believing, you may have life in His Name” (John 20: 31). 
This is the truth which Christ revealed to friend and foe; this is 
the truth He sought to impress upon His followers by His numer- 
ous miracles; this is the truth for which He died; this is the truth 
upon which His Church is founded. 
The Gospel records that at Caesarea Philippi, Christ asked 

His disciples “Who do men say that the Son of Man is?” And 
their answer was that some said John the Baptist, some Elias, 
others Jeremias, or one of the prophets. Jesus said to them, 
“But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered: “Thou art 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Again and again Christ made refer- 
ences to His Divinity. He declared His 
Divinity to His friends. He declared 
His Divinity to His enemies. He de- 
clared His Divinity to the public au- 
thorities of Church and State, the 
High Priests and the Sanhedrin and 
Pontius Pilate. And it was because of 
His claim to be God that He was con- 
demned to death. 
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In His trial before Caiphas and the Sanhedrin, false wit- 
nesses were brought against Him and their testimony did not 
agree. And as Jesus held His peace, the High Priest said to Him: 
“TI adjure Thee by the living God that Thou tell us if Thou be 
the Christ, the Son of God” (Matt. 26: 63). And Jesus said: 
“T am. And you shall see the Son of Man sitting on the right 
hand of the power of God and coming with the clouds of heaven” 
(Mark 14: 62). This claim to Divinity caused His condemnation 
by the leaders of the Church: “All condemned Him to be guilty 
of death” (Mark 14: 64). 


Christ was brought before Pontius Pilate, the Roman Gover- 
nor of Judea and the supreme representative of civil authority 
in Palestine. Pilate could find no cause in Him and sought to 
release Him. But thinking to satisfy the rabble by a compromise, 
he had Him scourged. (John, 19.) When Christ was brought 
back from His scourging, clad in a purple garment and crowned 
with thorns, the chief priests and the people cried out: “Crucify 
Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said: “Take Him yourselves 
and crucify Him: for I find no cause in Him.” And they an- 
swered: “We have a law; and according to the law He ought to 
die because He made Himself the Son of God.” They asked for 
His death because He claimed to be God. “Shall I crucify your 
King?” asked Pilate; and the race which for centuries had longed 
and desired and prayed for the Messiah, rejected and repudiated 
the Son of God. “We have no king but Caesar.” “If you release 
this man you are not Caesar’s friend.” And Pilate delivered Him 
to be crucified. It was Christ’s condemnation by the authority 
of the State. 

They refuse to kneel to Christ, the Son of God, and they are 
forced to kneel to Caesar. 

They refuse to make sacrifices for Christ, the Son of God, 
and they are forced to make sacrifices for Caesar. 

They refuse to pay tribute to Christ and His Divine rights 
and they are deprived of their individual human rights by 
Caesar. 

They refuse to accept Christ and His gift of everlasting life 
and the liberty of the children of God, and their Caesar takes 
away earthly life and their liberties as the children of men. 

Today we take our stand—not with Caiphas and those who 
put Caesar in the place of Christ, the Son of God—not with those 
who repudiate the spiritual for the material—not with those who 
reject the eternal for the temporal—not with those who prefer 
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the human to the Divine—not with those who cry out: “We have 
no king but Caesar.” Our place is not with these—it is with 
Simon Peter and the Apostles at Caesarea Philippi—it is with the 
Church of Christ during nineteen centuries—it is with the mil- 
lions upon millions of men, women and children who have be- 
lieved and trusted in Christ—it is with the Pope, the Vicar of 
Christ on earth. And in the name of the manhood and woman- 
hood of America we make our solemn profession of faith in the 
Divinity of Christ: “Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God.” 


2. The Cross of Calvary 


HE Cross of Calvary is the second 
fundamental truth of Christianity 
and the test of our fellowship with Christ. 
The crucifixion of the Son of God is the 
turning point in the history of mankind. 
It is not sufficient to believe in the 
Divinity of Christ. We must also believe 
in Christ crucified for the redemption of 
the human race. We must either accept 
or reject it. We accept the Cross of 
Christ and are saved by it. Or we reject 
the Cross of Christ and are lost for all eternity. 

The declaration of St. Peter, “Thou art Christ, the Son of 
the living God,” was the profession of the first great truth that 
Christ came to teach, His Divinity. There followed immediately 
Christ’s announcement of the second great truth, so apparently 
contradictory to His Divinity, namely, His Passion and Cruci- 
fixion. It was no easy task for our Divine Savior to prepare Peter 
and his fellow Apostles for acceptance of His Crucifixion. For 
centuries their race had looked for the coming of the promised 
Messiah. Their expectation was of an earthly ruler, coming with 
majesty and power, restoring the Kingdom of Israel and re- 
establishing the throne of David. They contemplated earthly 
power, wealth, riches, influence, and his followers expected to 
share in all this. They overlooked the prophecies of the Old 
Testament that the Messiah was to be the Man of Sorrows. They 
failed to understand His coming as a homeless babe, a poverty- 
stricken toiler, a man of sacrifice and suffering, and they were 
scandalized at the thought of His Crucifixion. 

Hence the endeavors of Christ to teach the lesson of sacrifice 
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and to prepare the minds and hearts of His followers for His 
Passion and Crucifixion. “From that time Jesus began to show 
His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things from the ancients and scribes and chief priests and be put 
to death” (Matt. 16: 21). To Peter it was a strange, unexpected 
statement of the Son of God, and he rebuked Christ: “Lord, be 
it far from Thee, this shall not be unto Thee.” Our Lord’s 
answer was: “Go behind Me Satan, thou art a scandal unto Me; 
because thou savorest not the things that are of God, but the 
things that are of men.” 

Again, Christ warned them: “The Son of Man shall be be- 
trayed into the hands of men: and they shall kill Him and the 
third day He shall rise again. And they were troubled exceed- 
ingly” (Matt. 17:21, 22). 

A third time He told them, “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, 
and the Son of Man shall be betrayed to the chief priests and the 
scribes, and they shall condemn Him to death and shall deliver 
Him to the Gentiles to be mocked and scourged and crucified, 
and the third day He shall rise again” (Matt. 20:18, 19). 

Even with all these warnings, the Apostles failed to under- 
stand. They slept during His Agony; they could not watch one 
hour with Him; they ran away when He was captured in 
Gethsemani; Peter, the Prince of the Apostles, denied Him; only 
John stood at the foot of the Cross with Mary, His Mother, and 
with Magdalen. 

It required the Resurrection to convince them of the Cross. 
To the disciples on the way to Emmaus, Christ said: “Ought 
not Christ to have suffered these things and so enter into His 
glory?” To the Apostles in the upper room on Easter Sunday: 
“See My hands and My feet that it is I Myself.” To Thomas: 
“Put in thy finger hither and see My hands; and bring hither thy 
hand and put it into My side; and be not faithless, but believing.” 


It is not enough to accept the glorified Christ of the Trans- 
figuration. We must also accept the Crucified Christ of Calvary. 
Our Divine King has a body that is lacerated by the scourges; on 
His head is a crown of thorns; He is clothed with a scarlet cloak 
and holds a reed for a sceptre; His throne is a Cross; His cour- 
tiers, a pair of murderous thieves. “Behold your King!” 

A Christ without pierced hands and feet; a Christ without 
His side opened with a lance; a Christ without the crown of 
thorns—would not be Christ our Savior. It was by the 
Cross, by the sacrifice of His life, that Christ made atonement for 
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our sins, and merited for us our redemption and salvation. Sacri- 
fice is an essential element in the life of Christ. And sacrifice 
must be an essential element in the life of Christ’s Church and 
in the life of the individual Christian. “If any man will come 
after Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
Me.” 

Sacrifice must have a place in the life of every individual— 
in your life and my life—if we are to have part with Christ. This 
is not an attractive doctrine. Human nature seeks comfort, 
pleasure, ease, riches, power. The world cannot understand a 
Christ who asks for hardship, suffering, sacrifice, poverty. But 
Christ walked the path before us, Christ lived as well as preached 
the doctrine of sacrifice, and for all the ages His Cross stands as 
the eternal symbol of sacrifice. 

Round the Cross of Christ on Calvary there were gathered 
two groups: One that persecuted, blasphemed and mocked Him 
—the chief priests, the soldiers and the rabble; the other that had 
faith in Him, suffered with Him and gave Him the love of their 
hearts—Mary and Magdalen, John and Dismas. 

Round the Cross of Christ throughout all generations these 
two groups have continued either to blaspheme or to love. Today 
we take our place round the Cross of Christ—not with the 
blasphemers and mockers, not with those to whom it is a stum- 
bling block or foolishness—but with Mary, His Blessed Mother; 
with Magdalen, the converted sinner; with John, the beloved 
disciple; with Dismas, the repentant thief; and from the bottom 
of our hearts we cry out: “We adore Thee, O Christ, and we 
praise Thee, because by Thy holy Cross Thou hast redeemed the 
world.” 


3. The Blessed Sacrament 


HE Blessed Sacrament is Christ’s supreme gift to mankind. 

By it Christ continues His Divine Presence in our midst; 

by it, in the Mass Christ renews the Sacrifice of the Cross; by 

it, in Holy Communion Christ gives Himself to be the food of 
our supernatural life. 

The Blessed Sacrament is the Real Presence among us of 
Jesus Christ, God and Man. While He lived, He gave the in- 
estimable privilege of personal companionship and friendship to 
Mary, to Joseph, to the Apostles and disciples, to the holy wom- 
en and to all who believed in Him. He, the Son of God and God 
Himself, deigned to associate with human beings just as we do: 
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to rejoice with them in their joys; to sympathize with them in 
their sorrows; to be their companion and friend. Christ wanted 
to give this marvelous privilege to every man and woman till 
the end of time and so He instituted the Blessed Sacrament. 
He takes up His home in our midst, becomes our neighbor, re- 
mains day and night in His churches, to rejoice with us and to 
sympathize with us, to be our companion and our friend. 


The Blessed Sacrament is the Mass which renews the Sac- 
rifice of Calvary. The Crucifixion was the supreme act of Christ’s 
career. It was an infinite sacrifice of adoration, thanksgiving, 
reparation and petition, offered to God in the name of all human- 
ity. By that sacrifice, God’s rights.and prerogatives were ade- 
quately acknowledged; by that sacrifice, adequate atonement 
was made for the sins of the human race; by that sacrifice, man- 
kind was redeemed and justified and sanctified. 

Only a few assisted at the sacrifice on Calvary in the spirit 
of religion. The privilege of attending that sacrifice was given 
to Mary and Magdalen and John and Dismas. Christ wanted 
to grant that same privilege to all men and women till the end 
of time, so He gave us the holy Sacrifice of the Mass as the re- 
newal and continuation of the Sacrifice of the Cross, whereby 
men and women of every age and race might stand at the foot 
of the Cross and, with Christ, offer to God an infinite sacrifice 
of adoration and reparation. 

The Blessed Sacrament is Holy Com- 
munion, where Christ gives Himself to be 
the food of our supernatural life. On the 
night before He died, Christ changed 
bread and wine into His own Body and 
Blood. These He gave to His Apostles, 
telling them to partake of it, for it was to 
be their food unto eternal life. 

Christ did not intend to restrict this 
wonderful privilege to the chosen Apos- 
tles. To the end of time He wanted His 
Body and His Blood to be the supernat- 
ural food and drink of His followers in all 
ages and in .all places throughout the 
world. Throughout all the centuries the Blessed Sacrament has 
been the spiritual food and drink of Christ’s followers, the bond 
of unity with Christ and with our fellowmen, and the pledge of 
eternal life. 
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This is what the Blessed Sacrament means. Christ, God 
and Man, really present among us, and we make our profession 
of faith in His Divinity and Humanity. Christ offering the sac- 
rifice of Himself in the Mass, and we make our profession of faith 
in His Cross. Christ our spiritual food in Holy Communion, 
and we make our profession of faith in Him as our Life. 

In Christ’s own day, the Blessed Eucharist was the test of 
discipleship with Him. The day after the multiplication of five 
loaves and two fishes, to feed five thousand, Christ announced 
to the multitude who followed Him: “I am the Bread of Life; 
he that cometh to Me shall not hunger, and he that believeth in 
Me shall never thirst. I am the Living Bread which came down 
from heaven. If any man eat of this Bread, he shall live forever; 
and the Bread which I will give is My Flesh for the life of the 
world.” The people murmured, saying, “How can this man give 
us his flesh to eat?” And Christ’s answer was: “Except you 
eat the Flesh of the Son of Man and drink His Blood, you shall 
not have life in you. He that eateth My Flesh and drinketh My 
Blood hath everlasting life, and I will raise him up on the last 
day. For My Flesh is meat indeed; and My Blood is drink in- 
deed; he that eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood abideth 
in Me and I in him.” 

Many, therefore, of His disciples hearing it, said, “This say- 
ing is hard and who can hear it?” After this many of His dis- 
ciples went back and walked no more with Him. 

Turning to His Apostles, Christ asked: “Will you also go 
away?” And Simon Peter made his profession of faith, “Lord, 
to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And 
we have believed and have known that thou art Christ, the Son 
of God.” 

The Blessed Sacrament is still the touch-stone of faith. It 
has been the test of fellowship with Christ down through the 
centuries; it is the test of discipleship with Christ today. It has 
divided and it divides men and women into two classes: those 
who murmur and find it a hard saying and who will not walk 
with Christ; and those who, with Peter and the Apostles, accept 
it and find it to be the sacred bond of union with Christ and 
the pledge of life eternal. 

From the days of the Catacombs and the Coliseum down 
to the present moment, with satanic fury the enemies of Christ 
have hunted out and martyred the believers in the Holy Eucha- 
rist. They have profaned the Blessed Sacrament. They have 
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destroyed the churches which have housed our Eucharistic King. 
And from the days of the Catacombs and the Coliseum down to 
the firing squads and concentration camps of today, apostles, 
bishops, priests, religious, men and women, boys and girls, have 
been persecuted and scourged and crucified for their faith in the 
Blessed Sacrament. And to them Christ has given life everlast- 
ing. 

Again we take our stand today, not with those who walked 
away from Christ, not with the persecutors and profaners and 
blasphemers of the Blessed Sacrament, but with Peter and the 
Apostles, with the host of confessors and martyrs and believers 
through the ages, and we solemnly proclaim our undying faith 
in Christ, our Eucharistic King. 


By the Most Reverend John J. Mitty, D.D., Archbishop of San Francisco 
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Two Lovely Ways to Honor Our Lady 


A simple shrine or a more elaborate one 
to invite prayer and devotion to our Blessed 
Mother during her month of May or any time. 
Ideal for your indoor or outdoor shrine is 
Our Lady of Fatima statue from our Saint 
Benedict Craft Shop. Made of white porce- 
lain, especially fired to withstand the weather, 
the statue stands a graceful 26 inches high. 
It will be shipped to you any place in the 
United States for $22.00, plus handling and 
shipping charges collected on delivery. 





Order from: 


St. Benedict’s Craft Shop 


Benedictine Convent 
of Perpetual Adoration 


Clyde, Missouri 
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In a brochure entitled 


Latin America: 
A Challenge to Catholics 


the author, Mr. Jaime Fonseca, who is an expert in this field, 
points out many appalling facts regarding the status of the Faith 
in South America. Briefly summed up, the following are some of 
the principal problems confronting the Church in that great con- 
tinent, gleaned from this and other sources: 

Although South America—or Latin America, to be more com- 
prehensive—is supposed to be predominantly Catholic, about 70 % 
of the people do not know the fundamentals of their religion, and 
a still larger percentage do not practice it properly. Only about 
one-third have ever made their First Communion. This is due 
largely to the scarcity of priests and to the lack of proper edu- 
cational facilities. Because the ratio of priests to population is 
so small, each priest must serve from 3,000 to 30,000 Catholics 
(depending in what part of the country he is laboring), as com- 
pared with a ratio of one priest for each 700 persons in North 
America. In all Latin America there are more than 10,000 
villages and towns which have no church or resident priest. 
There are about 4,000 towns that have a church but see a priest 
only once or twice a year. 

In some areas of the country, conditions of poverty are un- 
believable. Millions of people are living in destitute surround- 
ings, with scarcely enough food and clothing to meet their barest 
needs. Under such conditions, as we can readily understand, the 
people willingly turn to whoever offers to bring them material 
help. The Russian Communists, quick to capitalize on this situ- 
ation, are allotting immense sums of money to this purpose. The 
sum of fifty million dollars has been designated by them to pro- 
mote their work in Mexico and the Caribbean alone, just for 
this year! _ 

Under youth leadership training programs, around eight 
thousand Latin American youths are being taken annually to 
universities and centers behind the Iron Curtain, to be imbued 
with Communist doctrines and trained in subversive activities. 
They are being taught how to infiltrate political parties, labor 
movements and other democratic institutions, so that when they 
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return to their country, they can help the cause of Communism 
by their influence in strategic positions. 

The Bishops of Argentina recently issued a warning that 
Communism aims to impose its ideology on intellectuals by seek- 
ing to gain control of universities in Latin America. Their state- 
ment was coupled with an appeal to support Santa Maria 
University of Buenos Aires. In their pastoral they state: “It 
is obvious that the forces of evil, and particularly Communism, 
are engaged today more than ever before in taking over the 
organs of education, especially universities... They hope in this 
manner to take hold of the leading class and through it become 
active in the legislation, institutions and life of the country.” 
“Communism strives everywhere,” the statement continued, “and 
particularly in Latin America, to infiltrate universities and to 
win over men of science and other intellectuals of each country. 
It knows very well that this is the most effective method of 
imposing upon a people its atheistic and materialistic dominion.”’’ 

Besides this, Protestants of various denominations are pour- 
ing money and missionaries into the Catholic countries of Latin 
America. In the past 20 years, their chapels and churches have 
increased from 3,000 to 26,000, and their missionaries from 1700' 
in 1937 to 6,400 today. The lack of adequate training in their’ 
religion makes the people easy victims of the teachings of these 
sects. Fortunately, however, there has always been a deep and 
inspiring devotion to the Blessed Virgin in Latin America, and 
this love for the Mother of God has frustrated these proselytizing 
efforts to a great extent for many years. 

It is evident from this brief summary of facts that the faith 
and freedom of millions of Catholics in Latin America is in great 
danger. The bishops and priests are making heroic efforts to 
meet the situation, and the hierarchy, clergy and laity of our own 
and other countries are lending generous assistance. Yet the 
problem is so gigantic, that very much more needs to be done, if 
the Catholic Church is to survive in Latin America. In the face 
of this great need of the Church, none of us can afford to remain 
indifferent or inactive. Young men and women are urged to give 
themselves to the missionary apostolate—in the priesthood, re- 
ligious life and lay activities. What a challenge to generous 
young souls to do something really great for God! Others not 
called or eligible for active labor can contribute money and ma- 
terial means, so desperately needed everywhere. And ALL can 
lend the help of their prayers and sacrifices, which in the end 
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are perhaps the most powerful and effective arm of the aposto- 
late; for without God’s help, which must be invoked by prayer, 
nothing whatever can be accomplished. 


The booklet referred to at the beginning of this article may be obtained 
from National Catholic Welfare Conference, 1312 Massachusetts Ave. N.W., 
Press Dept., Washington 5, D. C. at 25¢ a copy. 


God’s Mirrors 


7s world in which we live is a world of creatures. Everyone 

and everything in it is a creature—a thing made—having, as 
such, a maker and a motive. The Maker is God, and their 
motive, His love. All creatures have been given us by God as so 
many mirrors reflecting His power, beauty, goodness and love; 
as so many assurances of His love for us, and as so many means 
of winning His favor. 

To many—especially to those who profess no belief in God 
—this world is a riddle, a baffling mystery. It is not so to the 
Christian who cleaves to the simple truth that the whole universe 
of things is God’s creation; that everything in it is a mirror, re- 
flecting one or more of His attributes. 

No child of God should rest content until he has acquired 
the habit of seeing God and God’s goodness and love in all His 
creatures. There is no person, no thing, no happening in life, 
that does not bring God to us in some way, either in His own 
Person and with His own direct personal action (as in the Sacra- 
ments) or else by recalling one of His attributes or some circum- 
stances of the human life Our Lord led on earth for us. 

Every person we meet is dear to Him and has cost Him dear. 
Even where His grace is absent, His presence remains; for in Him 
even the wicked live, move, and have their being. 

The attentions and affections we receive from others may 
and should remind us of His infinite love for us. The attractions 
which we see in others should be for us reflections of the great 
lovableness of God. If we have a lively faith, every object on 
which our eyes rest can serve to call up the remembrance of God 
and particularly of Our Lord. Like the poet, we too can say— 


I see His Blood upon the rose 
And in the stars the glory of His eyes, 
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His Body gleams amid eternal snows, 
His tears fall from the skies. 


I see His Face in every flower; 
The thunder and the singing of the birds 
Are but His voice—and carven by His power 
Rocks are His written words. 


All pathways by His feet are worn, 
His strong heart stirs the ever-beating sea, 
His crown of thorns is twined with every thorn, 
His Cross is every tree. 


However, the Divine Creator has not given us these crea- 
tures for ourselves; He has given them to us for Himself—to lead 
us to Him and to procure His glory. Nothing can come into our 
lives save for this purpose. That is the one thing necessary. 
Not for our satisfaction, but for His, do creatures throng our 
path; not for our pleasure, but for His, are they all around us; 
and only in His pleasure and according to the degree of pleasure: 
we give their Creator in our right use of them shall we find true 
pleasure in them. 

We cannot know God in creatures if we do not have His 
knowledge in ourselves. Nor can we love God in them, or see 
Him in our dealings with them, unless we have His love and His 
law in our hearts. If we could always see God and His love in all 
His creatures, what a difference it would make in our lives! Our 
judgments, our valuations of persons and things, would be in 
keeping with the one and only true standard—as they relate to. 
God. We would come to regard everything that happens from 
day to day in the same relationship; nothing could rob us of the 
deep interior peace of our minds and the tranquillity of our souls. 

Creatures are many; the Creator is one. To see Him in all 
His varied creatures, to act with the thought of His presence in 
all His creatures clearly in our mind, is to have all we need for - 
true happiness as we go on our way through this world of crea- 
tures to Him who created both them and us for Himself. 





PLEASE! In its effort to increase efficiency, the Post Office Department re- 

quests that ZONE numbers be used in all addresses where the 
zoning system is in effect. We would appreciate our readers including their zone 
number as part of the address when writing us. May we also ask that if you move, or 
expect to move in the near future, you kindly let us have your NEW address as well 
as the old, so that our records may be corrected. 
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Our ALL 


The Holy Eucharist is the center of our faith, the memorial 
of our Lord’s Passion, the object of the wonder of the Angels of 
God. It is the sanctuary where humanity finds protection and 
healing, the house.of bread for the needy, the secret place where 
the soul in silence meets its God. Here the poor and the lowly 
and the ignorant are fully understood and loved. Here are all 
the good things in heaven and on earth, for here is Jesus Christ 
Himself, come down from heaven to be our sacrifice of adoration 
and of pleading before the Father, to be the food of our souls, 
the comrade of each varying day. 





Easter and May Gifts in Ceramic 


RECLINING CRUCIFIX — for desk or table. The 
ivory-tinted figure of Christ crucified is shown 
against a background of black, brown, white or light 
brown rocks. 5% inches long. $1.00 each. Each 
crucifix will be touched to a relic of the True Cross 
before it is sent to you. 





WALL or MANTEL PLAQUE — in a delicate 
ivory tint with gold lettering and blue trim. 
This ceramic plaque of Our Lady of Lourdes 
will be sent to you with a vial of Lourdes 
water. 9 inches in diameter, price $3.00 each. 


St. Benedict’s Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri. 








A Word of Thanks —~ 


To all our friends and readers who responded so generously 
to our Press Month appeal. Each new subscription is an ap- 
preciated help toward our goal of reaching more souls for Christ. 
May we hope that those who simply renewed their own subscrip- 
tions will also send us a new one? God bless you all! 
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His Mother Stands 


HE three crosses stood starkly outlined against the darken- 
ing sky. Terrible in its pallor, the Body of the Man on the 
middle cross sagged helplessly forward, distended almost beyond 
recognition. The blood had ceased to spurt from the nail wounds 
and the wounds themselves were growing brown and dark. 
Watchers beside the cross noticed the face of the Crucified be- 
come longer, His features sharper and thinner, while His eyes 
stared fixedly into space. Suddenly, with a last tortured effort, 
He raised the thorn-encircled head and cried out: “It is fin- 
ished... Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit.” And 
His Mother looking up saw Him bow His head upon His breast 
and knew that He was dead. 

St. John describes Mary at Calvary very simply. “Now 
there was standing beside the Cross of Jesus His Mother and His 
Mother’s sister...” The Evangelist did not say “fainting,” nor 
“prostrate,” nor indicate any other posture of outward emotion. 
No, the Mother of God stood beside the Cross of her Son. She 
stood in the attitude of one who offers sacrifice, for that is what 
Mary was doing. She was then, as she had done all her life long, 
consenting to the will of the Father, and in union with Him, of- 
fering her first-born Son for the redemption of all her other sons. 
Gazing steadfastly at Jesus as He hung dying there, her heart 
if not her lips, must have answered His unspoken question: Is 
it still fiat, My Mother? It is still fiat, my Son. Be it done to 
me now in agony, as it was done to me long ago in joy. 

There are three essential elements for a sacrifice. A gift, 
an appointed person to offer it, and the actual rite of offering. 
But before these, and presupposed in them, is another element: 
someone to provide the material gift and to desire its offering by 
the appointed person. Before there can be a sacrifice there must 
be someone to give the offering and to ask that it be made. 
Think of the Mass. Without our humble offering of bread and 
wine, there would be no Mass. We provide the elements of the 
Sacrifice. Our work, translated into the money we give for the 
support of our church and pastor, goes into that bread and wine 
which becomes the Body and Blood of Christ. It was the same 
in the Old Testament. The Book of Deuteronomy tells us of 
Moses’ command to the Israelites when they should be settled in 
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the Promised Land: “You shall take some first fruits, and putting 
them in a basket, you shall go to the place which the Lord your 
God chooses for the dwelling place of His Name. There you shall 
go to the priest in office at the time... The priest shall then 
receive the basket from you and shall set it in front of the altar 
of the Lord your God... And having set them before the Lord 
your God, you shall bow down in His presence” (Chap. 26). The 
person, then, who brought the gift was the originator of the 
sacrifice. He made it his own, though not exclusively his own, 
by desiring that the priest offer it. 
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The great High Priest on Calvary was Christ. Calvary was 
His sacrifice. He was the Victim as well as the Priest. But He 
was not alone in offering His sacrifice. There was a lay offerer 
there, too, one who provided the Victim and willed that it be 
offered. That lay offerer was Mary. She was not a priest, but 
she offered the Sacrifice in union with her Son, just as lay people 
present at Mass are not priests, yet truly offer the Sacrifice. The 
Mass is the priest’s sacrifice and theirs. Calvary was Christ’s 
Sacrifice and Mary’s. As Pius XII pointed out: “Ever most 
closely united with her Son, Mary offered Him on Golgotha to 
the Eternal Father.” Our Lady was there the image of the faith- 
ful at Mass. 


Mary on Calvary fulfilled the highest and most intimate 
functions which the laity at Mass can fulfil. The closest way 
in which the faithful can enter into the Mass and make it most 
fully their own Sacrifice is to assist at it, to provide the gift—in 
the bread and wine—and to desire that the priest offer the Sac- 
rifice. Mary assisted at Calvary. She provided the Gift—her 
Son, bone of her bone and flesh of her flesh. And she desired 
that the High Priest offer Himself in sacrifice; desired it because 
she knew that this was the Father’s will, knew that in this way 
all men would be bought back from the death which held them in 
its terrible grip. Just as Eve provided fruit for Adam which he 
used at her request to be disobedient for the ruin of all mankind, 
so Mary, the new Eve, provided for the second Adam a human 
nature “the fruit of her womb” which He used to be obedient for 
the redemption of mankind. 


Mary became our Mother at the foot of the Cross by the 
greatest human act of faith and hope ever made. She had given 
birth to Jesus without pain, but she brought us forth in suffering 
so enormous that it is perfectly correct to call her “Queen of 
Martyrs.” We cost Mary her first-born Son. She became our 
Mother by the sacrifice of. Jesus. In agonizing fruitfulness she 
accepted the many for the One. That is why Mary is able to 
stand with us, beside us, at every cross that comes into our own 
lives. She stands with us to assist, to help us make the offering 
as she did in union with her Son, to make our slow and stumbling 
acceptance more and more like her own generous “Be it done to 
me according to Thy word.” Whatever the sacrifice, whatever 
the suffering, we can say in all truth: there stands by our cross, 
Mary, our Mother. 
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Fear and Fear Not 


ND they came to a country place called Gethsemani. . . and 

He began to feel dread and to be exceedingly troubled. 

And He said to them, ‘My soul is sad, even unto death’ ” (Mark 
14:32-32). With these words Our Lord began His Passion, filled 
with dread and fear—such a fear that, as St. Luke records, “His 
sweat became as drops of blood, running down upon the ground” 
(22:44). It was only just and natural that Jesus should feel 
great fear, realizing the terrible sufferings and death that awaited 
Him. Why then did He not take measures to flee when He had 
a chance? or at least to resist when His captors came upon Him? 


It was because in Jesus there was another fear—a fear that 
completely overcame His natural fear of pain and death; the fear 
the prophet Isaias spoke of when he described the Messias as 
“filled with the fear of the Lord.” This fear is born of the Spirit, 
of the perfect love of God, which casts out all other earthly fears. 
Jesus so loved His Heavenly Father that He feared the least of- 
fense toward Him, but feared not them who “kill the body, and 
after that have no more that they can do.” And so Jesus could 
pray, in perfect love and peace of heart, “Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from Me. Yet not as I will, but as Thou willest” 
(Matt. 26:39). 


But what of us? How do we follow our Divine Model? Are 
we not more often cast down by the fear of unknown evils around 
us—the calamities that might befall, the business ventures and 
household plans that might go wrong? our children’s bright fu- 
ture that might dissolve into a war or worse? Or perhaps we find 
ourselves, like the Apostles on the first Good Friday, in the midst 
of very real conflicts and trials. How often do we not, as they 
did, forget Our Lord’s example and, faced with the necessity of 
taking a stand for our Faith, “flee away,” fearful of becoming 
involved in painful controversy. Or, fearful of the opinions and 
animosity of others, do we not perhaps deny Our Lord as did 
Peter? It need not be in such great ways but only in little ways 
—neglecting our prayers or little signs of respect when passing 
a church if others may be watching; missing Holy Communion 
because it was too inconvenient to keep the fast; relaxing Catho- 
lic ideals of modesty to be one with the crowd... 


Some may even be tempted to question God’s love when 
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misfortune strikes although few go as far as the bad thief, cru- 
cified with Our Lord, and actually blame God for their miseries 
and challenge Him to prove His power and mercy. However, we 
all may well meditate on the words of the other thief, the good 
thief, when he rebuked the first, saying, “Dost not even thou 
fear God, seeing that thou art under the same sentence (of 
death)? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving what our 
deeds deserved; but this man (Jesus) has done nothing wrong” 
(Luke 23:40, 41). His warning comes to us as from the dead, 
for he was, at that moment, on the brink of eternity, when truth 
and justice so often become most clear. He realized, perhaps for 
the first time, the uselessness of all his previous desires and fears 
and how these had misled him. 


If our loved ones and friends in purgatory—and truly all 
souls in purgatory are our dear friends—if they.could speak to 
us today, would they not caution us in much the same manner? 
They learned their lesson too late to make amends in this life 
and so must now bear the pains of purgatory until their debt is 
paid. They forgot Jesus’ repeated warnings in His discourse at 
the Last Supper, that we must bear trials and sufferings if we 
wish to follow Him—the Way, the Truth and the Life, for no 
one comes to the Father but through Him. And when beset 
by temptation and fear, they forgot His assurance, “Let not your 
heart be troubled. .. I go to prepare a place for you. . . that where 
I am, there you also may be” (John 14:1-3). Instead they 
yielded to their fears of the things of this world and were blind 
to the things of God, to the fear of the Lord, which is a “crown of 
wisdom, filling up peace and the fruit of salvation” (Ecclus. 
1:22). 


During Holy Week, as we unite with Our Lord in His suf- 
ferings, let us beg Him for the grace of a true filial fear of our 
Heavenly Father, the fear that sustained Him in His Passion and 
filled Him with a great joy and peace despite the excruciating 
tortures of soul and body He endured. And at the same time, 
let us receive Holy Communion frequently and fervently, making 
acts of faith, hope and love, and ask Jesus to offer them with 
His own great Gift to God the Father for our brethren in purga- 
tory. Let us pray that this Easter they may hear those blessed 
words, “This day thou shalt be with Me in paradise” (Luke 
23:43). 
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Let Father Lukas Help You 


CCORDING to the words of Pope Pius XII, of blessed 

memory, “the Church always strives to put before the 
faithful examples of sanctity in order to move them to cultivate 
in themselves the virtues of the Divine Redeemer. . . for in their 
virtues there shines forth under different aspects the splendor 
of Jesus Christ” (Mediator Dei). Not every saint practiced all 
the virtues in the same degree; saint differs from saint “as star 
differs from star in glory” (1 Cor. 15:41). But in all of them 
“burned the fire of charity towards God and their neighbor” 
(Mediator Dei). We find the same truth illustrated in the lives 
of those whose names are not yet found in the calendar of the 
saints, many of whom are, however, proposed for such a privilege. 
It has been said that at present there are some nine hundred 
under consideration. 

This being so, why should new names be added to this long 
list of “candidates for the honors of the altar”? Why should we 
even desire that saintly persons be canonized, when there are 
already so many placed before us for our admiration and imita- 
tion? A number of weighty reasons induce holy Mother Church 
to go through the long and laborious process—the most strictly 
juridical of any kind—in order to place another of her children 
among the ranks of the saints in heaven. First and foremost, be- 
cause it furthers the glory of the Triune God. Then, such a 
beatification and canonization is a marvelous evidence of the 
power and splendor of God’s graces, merited for the souls by 
Christ. Furthermore, it is another striking proof of the contin- 
uance of the holiness of the Church. 

If, as dutiful children, we wish to co-operate with our Moth- 
er the Church in such a glorious task, we ought first of all to 
demonstrate before God our love for the saintly soul thus pro- 
posed for beatification. We do this by prayer and sacrifice. We 
ask God to bless and fructify the labors of those who actually 
work for the cause; but we also ask God to grant us favors and 
graces through the intercession of this particular person who 
is, we may presume, one of His dearest friends. We ought, 
furthermore, to do all in our power to make him (or her) known 
and loved throughout the land, yes, throughout the world. For 
God is glorified when we honor His friends and when we present 
our petitions and needs to Him through them. 
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Hence, let FATHER LUKAS help you! Let him, first 
of all, help you to LOVE GOD and daily to fulfil His holy Will. 
During his earthly life, Father Lukas understood and practiced 
so well what twenty years later Pius XII wrote in his Encyclical 
on the Sacred Liturgy: “The ideal of Christian life is that each 
one be united to God in the closest and most intimate manner” 
(Mediator Dei). So go to Father Lukas; he will not fail you in 
this task of your life! But present to him also your needs of 
body and soul, or those of others, that he may intercede with 
God in your and their behalf. As many have already experi- 
enced, favors and blessings follow quickly such humble and 
trustful prayer. 


Ohio: “Enclosed find (an alms) in memory of Father Lukas, for the 
kind favor I have received through his intercession just recently. It 
is a favor I have been wanting for five years! I feel so grateful that I 
have promised to send another donation later.” 


Alabama: “I have been quite ill and suffered severely from smother- 
ing spells. The doctor’s treatment did not help much. I made a novena 
to Father Lukas and promised publication in your magazine. I have not 
had a trace of the trouble since, and I wish to redeem my promise. 
Kindly publish this favor for me.” 


Wisconsin: “Enclosed please find... in thanksgiving for a favor re- 
ceived. Wishing to obtain a big favor and knowing Father Lukas’ great 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary, I prayed to him for intercession 
with our Mother of Perpetual Help. On the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception my wish was granted me.” 


South India: “Some two months ago I was seriously ill. I received 
the Last Sacraments. In such a state I thought of our good Father Lukas, 
how he loved priests and the innumerable helps he had rendered to the 
clergy and seminarians. So I asked my brother to begin a novena for 
Father Lukas to cure my disease, and I myself determined if I recovered 
from the sickness to say the first Mass for Father Lukas’ intentions. 
Immediate was the result. Before the novena could be finished, I was 
completely relieved from the bondage of sickness. It is by his inter- 
cession that I am alive now.” 


Minnesota: “Enclosed is a Mass stipend. The Mass is to be said for 
the canonization of Father Lukas Etlin. I read about him in your maga- 
zine. Since at the time I was under great difficulties and was threatened 
with a serious nervous disorder, I turned to him for assistance, promis- 
ing to have this Mass said if he would help me. The trouble which 
seemed inevitable did not materialize at all, and everything turned out 
happily.” 

Kindly send reports of favors received through the intercession of Father 
Lukas Etlin to: The Vice Postulator, Conception Abbey, Conception, Missouri 
or to: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
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Little Lovers’ League 


EAR Little Lovers, the little girl smiling at you in the picture is 

the youngest member of our League. Although the Pages and 
Sentinels (Little Lovers who have not yet made their first Holy Com- 
munion) are supposed to say the Aspiration given in Tabernacle and 
Purgatory, Mary Ann will not be able to do that for some time. But 
her parents, who asked that she be enrolled, will say it for her until 
she is able. And it will not be long before she is able to say the holy 
Name of Jesus. Mary Ann’s soul is still as pure and sinless as on her 
baptismal day. How pleasing it must be to God! During this month of 
April when we celebrate the great feast of Easter, remember to thank 
Jesus for your baptism which made you a child of God and an heir of 
heaven. All this was made pos- 
sible through His Passion, Death 
and Resurrection. 

April is the month dedicated 
to the Blessed Sacrament. This 
should mean something special to 
every member of our League. 
Each Knight and Handmaid will 
want to pay special honor to 
Jesus in the Sacrament of His 
Love by visiting the Blessed Sac- 
rament, taking part in the Mass, 
and receiving Holy Communion 
just as often as possible. This is 
the best way of saying “thank 
you” to Jesus for this wonderful 
Gift of Himself. After Mass and 
Communion He stays with us in 
the Tabernacle under the humble 
appearance of bread. He wants 
to be your best Friend. He 
Mary Ann Simeone, Freeport, Long Island, wants you to share your joys and 

age 7 months — our ‘‘littlest angel.’’ your sorrows with Him and to 
offer little hidden sacrifices to 
self and others. Thank Him for all His gifts to you. And remember 
especially all the intentions of the Holy Father, for he depends much on 
the prayers of children. Many priests, sisters, men, women and children 
are suffering persecution in other countries. They too depend upon 
your prayers to strengthen them in their sufferings, and to help them re- 
gain their freedom. Tell Jesus how you want to help them and ask Him 
to give them courage and a strong faith. He loves children, and your 
prayers are very powerful, especially when they come from pure young 
make up for all the bad things people do. Ask Him for graces for your- 
hearts united in a League whose purpose is to honor Him in the Sacra- 
ment of His Love. 
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PRACTICE: Make as many extra visits to the Blessed Sacrament as you 
can this month to thank Jesus for this Sacrament and the holy Priesthood. 


ASPIRATION: O Sacrament most holy, O Sacrament Divine; 
All praise and all thanksgiving be every moment Thine. 


Susan’s Easter Bonnet 





“HAVE you seen the lovely display of Easter bonnets in the window 
of Harrigan’s Hat Mart, Sue? They’re beautiful! It’s going to be hard 
to decide this year. Have you thought about the color?” Janie Martin’s 
voice was full of enthusiasm. A look of sadness came into Susan Daly’s 
eyes, and she tried to hide the catch in her voice as she answered: “I’m 
still thinking about it, Janie; there’s plenty of time to decide. But let’s 
hurry, we’ll never make the 8 o’clock bus.” 

Sue didn’t feel much like talking after they boarded the bus, and 
offered the excuse that she still had some studying to do. As she sat 
with the open book before her, her thoughts turned to her Dad. “It’s 
selfish of me, Jesus, but please let the operation be a success. So much 
depends on it, even my Easter bonnet.” Mr. Daly had been injured in 
a fall at work, and a very serious operation resulted. That had been a 
month ago. Sue’s world had been turned upside down, with her plans 
for the future and that all-important day that was so dependent on her 
father’s health. If the operation were not successful, it would mean 
paralysis. “With Dad unable to work, Mother would have to depend on 
me,” thought Sue, “I couldn’t leave them in that case.” 

“Come on, Sue, here’s our stop, and we don’t have much time to 
lose,” said Janie. The college campus was filled with students hurrying 
to be on time for the 8:30 classes. All that day Sue found it hard to 
think about her studies. Her mind was on her Dad and the X-ray report 
that would be given today. At noon she made a visit to Chapel to talk 
to Jesus about it. “Please make Daddy well, dear Lord, and my Easter 
bonnet—You know the only one I want.” 

The next few weeks passed quickly. They were busy weeks for Sue. 
It seemed almost like a dream: Daddy’s report, his dismissal from the 
hospital, Sue’s hurried last minute preparations, and then, that glorious 
Easter Sunday when Mother and Dad, who could now walk with crutches, 
would be with her to see her in her new outfit. 

“Hurry, Postulant Susan, your parents are waiting.” Sister Mary 
Julia smiled as she saw the flushed cheeks and the bright eyes of her 
newest Postulant. Susan had found happiness, and as she herself had 
said when Reverend Mother gave her the Postulants’ veil just a few 
days before Easter: “Thank you, Reverend Mother, it’s the loveliest 
Easter bonnet in all the world!” 
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The 
Mass 
is 
Calvary 


And Calvary is the Mass. The redeem- 
ing Sacrifice with its infinite merits and 
graces to fulfil the soul’s every need is 
present daily on our altars. The fol- 
lowing booklets will open for you the 
richest of all treasures—the Mass. 





Treasures of the Mass — An instructive commentary on the prayers, 
vestments, sacred vessels and ceremonies of the Mass with inspiring 
and devotional insights into their meaning. Your assistance at Holy 
Mass will be richer as your understanding grows. 128 pages, 50¢ 
(Study Club Outline—10¢ extra.) 


God Himself, Our Sacrifice — The most wonderful fact about Holy 
Mass is that the Gift offered—whether in adoration, atonement, 
thanksgiving or petition—is infinitely acceptable to God, for God 
Himself is our Gift. This booklet explains this thrilling truth. 15¢ 


Your Mass and You — Our share in the fruits of the Holy Sacrifice 
is measured by our interior dispositions. For a richer and fuller as- 
sistance, learn to “live” the Mass by the offering of self with the 
Sacred Host, as our late Holy Father, Pius XII, advised. 15¢ 


My Daily Companion at Mass — The best way to assist at Mass is 
by praying with the priest. This handy pocket or purse size booklet 
with sturdy cover is reprinted with Latin and English for use at dia- 
logue Masses. Contains other prayers and devotions as well. (Note: 
the OLD edition is still available and will be sent unless requested 
otherwise.) Each edition, 15¢ 


Postage extra. Reduction on quantities of 50 or more. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








““My Lord and My God” 


Rays of Catholic Truth 


Explains the nature 
of Grace and the pur- 
pose of the Mass—the 
way to the Divine life 
prepared for men 
through the mercy of 
God. 15¢ 


The Holy Eucharist, 
Our All 


Thoughts on what 
the Holy Eucharist is 
to us and examples 
from the saints on how 
to make a return of 
love. 15¢ 


God with Us 


The Eucharist is 
God’s gift of God to us. 
Explains the Real 
Presence and Christ’s 
love for us in_ the 
Blessed Sacrament. 15¢ 


Eucharistic Heart-talks 
with Jesus 


Personal and loving 
conversations with 
Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament, embodying 
great truths of the 
Real Presence and the 
Holy Sacrifice. 15¢ 


Mass Leaflets to Inspire Your Fervor 


E2 —Communion Prayers 

E6a — Offering of Holy Mass in 
union with our Lady of 
Sorrows 


The above 44¢ each 


Ell —Holy Mass is Our Life 

E14 — Here!—Not Hereafter 

E18 — Prayers before Holy Eucha- 
rist 

E24 —To Jesus in Sacred Host 

F12a— Prayer before Holy Mass 


E7b — Holy Mass, My Sacrifice 

E10 —Graces Derived from the 
Mass 

E12 —Gift of Self at the Offertory 


or 50¢ per 100. 


E15 —If we but knew the Gift of 
God 

E22 —Jesus is Mine 

E20 —O Sacrament most holy! 

E29 — The Lamb of God 

M10b— Prayer for Pastor aid Priests 


The above l¢ each or $1.00 per 100. 


E7a —Greatest Thing in the 
World 


E14b — Redeeming Power of Mass 
(by Father Mateo, SS.CC.) 


Last named 1'%¢ each or $1.50 per 100. 


All in black and white print. 


Please order by serial number. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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